Staining Pine vs. Oak: What Every DIYer Should Know

Ever stain a piece of pine and wonder why it turned out blotchy, or stain oak and wonder why it
came out so dark?
One of the biggest surprises in woodworking is how different types of wood take stain--especially
when you're using

something like a vinegar and steel wool stain.

Pine: Beautiful But a Bit Stubborn

Pine is a softwood, easy to find, and affordable. But staining it can be tricky. It has uneven grain and
natural sap,

which means stain may not absorb evenly. Expect a grayish, weathered look with vinegar and steel
wool stain--often rustic

and subtle.

Tips:
- Use wood conditioner with commercial stains.
- Test vinegar stain first and try brushing the wood with black tea to enhance tannins.

- Embrace the imperfections--they add charm.

Oak: Bold, Open-Grained, and Stain-Loving

Oak is a hardwood with open grain and high tannin levels. It absorbs stain evenly and gives deep,

rich results. When used

with vinegar and steel wool, oak turns dark brown or black with just one coat.



Tips:
- No need for wood conditioner.
- One coat of vinegar stain is usually enough.

- Oak can get very dark fast--test before full application.

Pine vs. Oak Stain Summary:

Pine:
- Softwood
- Blotchy, rustic finish

- Best with gel or diluted vinegar stain

Oak:
- Hardwood
- Even, rich finish

- Great with any stain, especially vinegar-based

Final Thoughts:

If you're going for a farmhouse, distressed vibe, pine is perfect. If you want bold, high-contrast
tones, oak is the way to go.

Always test your stain first and let the wood's character shine.

More Staining Tips:
- Visit theplywood.com/vinegar-and-steel-wool

- theplywood.com/how-to-distress-wood



- theplywood.com/best-clear-finish



